The immunity-conferring plasmid p phi HL from the Halobacterium salinarium phage phi H: nucleotide sequence and transcription.
The complete nucleotide sequence of the plasmid p phi HL, composing the central 12,041-bp L-region from the temperate phage phi H of Halobacterium salinarium is presented. Transcripts mapped to the p phi HL and the L-region produced under immune conditions, under lytic growth or constitutively, are described. The sequences upstream of the transcription start points show homology to the consensus sequence for archaeal (formerly archaebacterial) promoters. Lytic transcription is shown to be strictly time-dependent, with an early gene product required for the expression of late genes.